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English 2020A | Passing On Stories: Narratives of Death and Dying in the 20th Century 
 

Memorial Reflection: 
Guidelines, Assignment Description, and Rubric 

 
 
Due Dates & Assessment Breakdown 

 
Memorial Reflection (draft version) | Due September 29 | 5% of final grade 
Memorial Reflection (final version) | Due October 13 | 10% of final grade 

 
Assignment Outcomes 
 
Students who successfully complete this assignment will be able to: 

- Identify significant details that contribute to the overall experience of a memorial. 
- Explain why these details are important, and summarize how they work in concert to create 

the memorial’s overall effect. 
- Assess visual, aural, physical, political, temporal, and/or affective elements of memorial 

phenomena in order to deconstruct the memorial’s narrative impact. 
- Improve the organization, analysis, communication, and understanding of your own ideas by 

writing a structured, clear, and critical reflection supported by thoughtful details and careful 
assessment. 

- Utilize a drafting process that incorporates and makes use of instructor feedback in order to 
improve the overall quality of written work. 

 
Assignment Description 
 
To give you an opportunity to begin thinking about how objects, texts, monuments, and sites 
participate in narrativizing death and dying in the 20th century, and to receive instructor feedback on 
your writing early on in the course, this assignment asks you to choose a memorial and write a 1000-
word reflection on how the details you observe about the memorial contribute to the “story” that 
the memorial tells. 
 
What is a memorial? The Oxford English Dictionary offers a variety of definitions, but for the 
purposes of this assignment, two of these definitions will be especially useful. The first definition 
suggests that a memorial is “something by which the memory of a person, thing, or event is 
preserved, as a monument, a custom, or an observance”. The second definition suggests that a 
memorial can be anything “of or relating to memory . . . [or] intended to assist the memory” 
(“memorial, adj. and n.”). 
 
Based on these definitions, a memorial may be any of the following: 

- Memorials in texts, films, plays 
Examples: elegies, obituaries, epigraphs, epitaphs, dedications, biographies. 

- Memorials sites for identified individuals 
Examples: gravestones or memorial crosses, online memorial sites, memorialized Facebook 
accounts, bodies lying in state. 

- Memorials in the visual arts 
Examples: Mount Rushmore, memorial portraits and tattoos, post-mortem photographs. 

- Memorials established in the memory of identified individuals 
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Examples: John Lennon Peace Monument, memorial scholarships, memorial charities, 
memorial trees, plaques, or benches.  

- War memorials 
Examples: Ottawa’s National War Memorial, India Gate, the al-Shaheed Monument, tank 
monuments and armoured memorials, commemorative military cemeteries. 

- Memorial sites for groups of deceased individuals 
Examples: Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, Washington D.C.’s Pentagon Memorial, the 
Moon’s Fallen Astronaut memorial, Berlin’s Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe.  

- Memorial monuments and buildings 
Examples: Taj Mahal, Rosa Parks Library and Museum. 

- Memorials for unnamed individuals or symbolically anonymous memorials. Examples: 
ghost bikes, a Tomb of the Known Soldier. 

- Memorials in song 
Examples: “Tears in Heaven” by Eric Clapton, “The Song Continues On” by the 2pac Bay Area 
Tribute. 

- Memorial objects 
Examples: urns for cremains, memorial jewellery, memorial medallions 

 
Guidelines for Completing the Assignment 
 
Choose a memorial that falls under one of the above categories. If you are interested in writing on 
something but are unsure of whether or not it is a good fit for the assignment, or if you wish to write 
on a type of memorial that is not mentioned above, please contact me via email. I am very open to 
receiving creative suggestions and different ideas for what constitutes a memorial. 
 
When writing your reflection, here are some key points to consider: 

1) What is your first impression of the memorial? How would you summarize this first 
impression in one word? Is it inspiring? Overwhelming? Saddening? Hopeful? 

2) Which of your senses or faculties does the memorial try to engage? Is it mostly visual? 
Aural? Physical? Tactile? 

3) Which details are most noticeable? Which details are more subtle? Which details stand out 
the most to you? 

4) Conduct your research. Who is being memorialized? When was the memorial created? Who 
crafted, designed, or created the memorial? Who paid for the memorial? Where is the 
memorial located? Who has access to it? 

5) Knowing the intention of the memorial, which details or components of the memorial 
contribute most significantly to the overall experience of the memorial? Why are these 
details so important? What kind of story is the memorial trying to tell? 

6) Bear in mind that your reflection should foreground your observations about the memorial, 
its impact, and the details on which you have chosen to focus, but should also include the 
information you have researched in order to support your observations. 

 
Any information that comes from secondary material about the memorial should be cited and 
documented according to the standards of MLA formatting. Our September 15 and September 22 
Skills Series workshops will be devoted to developing effective and accountable research practices, 
evaluating sources for your research, and formatting according to MLA standards to help you 
successfully complete this and other assignments for the course. 
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